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Ritual of Remembrance 

The Transgender Day of Remembrance was started in 1999 by transgender advocate Gwendolyn Ann 

Smith as a vigil to honor the memory of Rita Hester, a transgender woman who was killed in 1998. The 

vigil commemorated all the transgender people lost to violence since Rita's death, and began an 

important tradition that has become the annual Transgender Day of Remembrance. In 2018, at least 22 

transgender people — 82% of them women of color — were murdered in this country. The total number 

of deaths may be higher. Some aren't reported. Media reports sometimes misgender or erase a person's 

trans identity. In honor of their lives, in memory of them, hear now the names of transgender people 

whose deaths were reported by Human Rights Campaign in 2018.  

The Names:  

Christa Leigh Steele-Knudslien 

Viccky Gutierrez 

Celine Walker, 36 

Tonya "Kita" Harvey 

Zakaria Fry 

Phylicia Mitchell 

Amia Tyrae Berryman 

Sasha Wall 

Karla Patricia Flores-Pavón 

Nino Fortson 

Gigi Pierce 

Antash'a English 

Diamond Stephens 

Cathalina Christina James 

Keisha “Pokey” Wells 

Sasha Garden 

Vontashia Bell 



Dejanay Stanton 

Shantee Tucker 

Londonn Moore 

Nikki Enriquez 

Ciara Minaj Carter Frazier 

For all these lives, and for those unnamed, unknown  – a moment of silence 

Prayer  "A Prayer for the Lost Ones" written by Mr. Barb Greve 

This is a prayer for the lost ones, 

Those taken from us too soon. 

And too many.  

 

The truth be told, 

one would be too many! 

One life taken is one too many to be dead. 

 

This is a prayer for those whose lives were taken in violence, 

For who they were 

And how they loved. 

Those who are no longer with us were people  

They were our siblings and parents 

Our children, coworkers, and lovers  

This is a prayer for their families,  

who will never know all of who they were to become, 

Nor ever again feel their warm embrace. 

May their memories ease their grief. 

This is a prayer for the lost ones, 

Beautiful human beings who once occupied this earth  



with beauty, humor, anger, frustration, and fear, 

And who are no longer with us. 

This is a prayer for those 

who are now our ancestors. 

We pray you continue to guide us towards making  

a more just, more loving, more accepting world. 

This is a prayer for the survivors of hate crimes and hate. 

For those who live in fear  

and cannot flourish as they are. 

This is a prayer for the survivors  

whose lives have been impacted by violence and hate 

may we remember the legacy from which we come  

and the legacy we will leave behind.  

May we continue to build families of choice and protection,  

for our souls as well as our bodies, 

trusting that we were always meant to be here 

and knowing that we are loved just as we are. 

Reading 

A Department of Health and Human Services memo proposes this legal definition of sex under Title IX, 

which prevents gender discrimination. “Sex means a person’s status as male or female based on 

immutable biological traits identifiable by or before birth. The sex listed on a person’s birth certificate, 

as originally issued, shall constitute definitive proof of a person’s sex unless rebutted by reliable genetic 

evidence.” 

“Defining ‘sex’ in this narrow language tailored to the talking points of anti-equality extremists is part of 

a deliberate strategy to eliminate federal protections for LGBTQ people,” said Human Rights Campaign 

President Chad Griffin. “This is a direct attack on the fundamental equality of LGBTQ people.” 

Mara Keisling, founding executive director of the National Center for Transgender Equality, has a 

message for transgender Americans. “I know you are frightened. I know you are horrified to see your 

existence treated in such an inhumane and flippant manner. What this administration is trying to do is 

an abomination, a reckless attack on your life and mine...this administration is... staffed by 

inexperienced amateurs overplaying their hand by taking extreme positions that ignore law, medicine 



and basic human decency. Transgender people have fought rules like this one in federal and state court 

and won. We have stood toe-to-toe with administrators, legislatures, and executives who would agree 

with this rule. . . we won. If this administration is hoping to demoralize us, they will be disappointed. If 

they are hoping we will give up, they should reconsider the power of our persistence and our fury.” 

Sermon Defined Out 

The women in Dunkin sitting two tables over from me were drinking coffee and talking politics. 

Their conversation turned to Question 3 – the Massachusetts law providing protect to transgender 

persons in public accommodations.  One of the women said, “Oh, I always check.”  The other asked what 

she meant.  “I always check to see who’s in the stalls in the bathroom.  I look at the feet to see which 

way they’re turned.  If the feet are facing in, toward the toilet, I just leave.” 

Let me say this clearly: transgender-inclusive policies are not a safety risk. Transgender people 

have been using public bathrooms and locker rooms for decades. Policies that allow transgender people 

to use the correct bathroom—the bathroom that best matches the transgender person’s identity—do 

not legalize harassment, stalking, violence, or sexual assault. Those behaviors continue to be, against the 

law for anyone, anywhere. Hundreds of cities, school districts, and 18 states already protect transgender 

people's right to use restrooms. None have seen a rise in incidents of people attacking anyone or of 

people pretending to be transgender in order to get access to restrooms. Claiming that these policies 

cause safety problems is absurd and completely false. 

(https://transequality.org/issues/resources/transgender-people-and-bathroom-access) 

This would not the first time US governments have weaponized identity to deny dignity, to deny 

civil rights.  

In a "compromise" decision about legislative representation and taxation, Article 1 Section 2 of 

the constitution determined that Africans who were enslaved and persons of African descent who were 

enslaved would be counted as 3/5 of a person. Why should “property” be any more of a person than 

that? 

The one-drop rule was first enacted into law in Tennessee in 1910 and finally in Virginia as part 

of the Racial Integrity Act of 1924.  This rule become law said that any person with one ancestor of 

sub-Saharan black African ancestry ("one drop" of black blood) is considered black.  The rule ensured a 

larger pool of slave labor.  The law allowed control by discrimination lest "whites only" be tarnished. 

Under the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, the government required persons to have a 

certain blood quantum to be recognized as Native American.  A Certificate of Degree of Indian Blood or 

Certificate of Degree of Alaska Native Blood is an official U.S. document (issued by the BIA) certifying an 

individual possesses a specific degree of Native American blood of a federally recognized Indian tribe, 

band, nation, pueblo, village, or community.  Controlling who is "Indian" is advantageous when land 

claims, natural resources, even casino revenues are at stake.  

Who is white and how becoming white happens in this country has long been a matter of legal 

debate in congress, the courts and the states. Where did you come from? Were you Irish? Italian? 



German?  Were you Jewish? Catholic?  What category might you fit into? Octaroon. Quadroon. White 

Hispanic. Other? How could your identity be used to benefit the status quo? Chinese in this country 

were sometimes white and sometimes not. Chinese children were non-white in the Jim Crow South for 

the purpose of segregating schools.  

To maintain control. To deny rights. To avoid confronting fear.  To reinforce the 

supremacy/power/ privilege of identity – whether male, white, heterosexual or all of these. Identity has 

been weaponized for all these purposes. 

Several decisions by the Obama administration changed the legal concept of gender identity in 

federal programs in education and health care, recognizing gender largely as an individual’s choice and 

not determined by the sex assigned at birth. Roger Severino, longtime critic of the Obama 

Administration, challenged those decisions; calling them part of a "radical gender ideology," the 

"culmination of a series of unilateral and frequently lawless administration attempts to impose a new 

definition of what it means to be a man or a woman on the entire nation." Severino is now Director of 

the Office for Civil Rights at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. For the last year, he has 

argued the term “sex” was never meant to include gender identity or homosexuality and that lack of 

clarity allowed the Obama administration to wrongfully extend civil rights protections to people who 

should not have them.  

Director Severino is now seeking "to clarify" the definition of gender under Title IX, the federal 

civil rights law banning gender discrimination in education programs receiving federal funds. The 

clarification he seeks is that the "sex listed on a person's birth certificate, as originally issued, shall 

constitute definitive proof of a person's sex unless rebutted by reliable genetic evidence." 

Catherine Lhamon, former Director of the Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights in 

the Obama administration says of the proposal, “It quite simply negates the humanity of people. . . 

taking the position that what the medical community understands about their patients — what people 

understand about themselves — is irrelevant because the government disagrees." 

All of this, this history, these politics are ours. We need to know something of how we got here, 

where we are and what may be ahead. As the New Times Times headline put it: “Transgender Could be 

Defined Out of Existence under Trump Administration. Trans people. . .family members, neighbors, 

those serving in the military, teachers, parents . . . . not only denied protection, not only denied their 

rights. . . defined out of existence.” Why? To preserve a simple concept of gender.  To protect male 

privilege; heterosexual privilege. To save some idea of female-ness. Fear.  

(New York Times 10/21/18 "Transgender Could be Defined Out of Existence under Trump 

Administration") 

As Barb wrote in his prayer for Transgender Day of Remembrance:  

For those who are now our ancestors: we pray you continue to guide us towards making a more just, 

more loving, more accepting world. For the survivors whose lives have been impacted by violence and 

hate may we remember the legacy from which we come and the legacy we will leave behind. May we 



continue to build families and communities of choice and protection, for our souls as well as our bodies, 

trusting that we were always meant to be here and knowing that we are loved just as we are. 

It matters that we remember, honor those who have lost their lives to transphobic violence. It 

matters that we honor the living. Honor the living.  

Defining out of existence happens in different ways.  One of them is with pronouns.  I am 

cisgender – my gender aligns with the one I was assigned at birth. My preferred pronouns are she, her, 

hers.  Accidentally or purposefully misgendering someone defines them out of existence. . . Correct the 

mistake, move on, and resolve to do better. If you’re not sure what pronouns to use, ask. 

Signs can also define someone out of existence. In this state, the law requires bathrooms be 

labeled with gender specific signs. It does not, however, prohibit the addition of other signs – a sign 

indicating what one will find in each bathroom (stalls, urinals, sinks, accessible stall, infant changing 

table), allowing each of us to make the best decision/right decision about the bathroom we use.  

Pronouns. Bathrooms.  These things.  And so much more. 

May this day of remembrance call us to continue to build communities of choice and protection, 

for bodies as well as souls.  


